DISCUSSION RELIABILITY OF FINDINGS
The blood group gene frequencies estimated for those of European descent in the present series (Table I) are well within the ranges observed in previous English studies (assembled by Mourant (1954) and Mourant, Kopec, and DomaniewskaSobczak (1958) ). Gene A seemed to be present in about 1 % fewer cases than in previous series from the English West Midlands, and gene 0 in correspondingly more, perhaps because the proportion of pregnant women in Birmingham who are of Irish origin is relatively high (Leck, 1969) 'All the series assembled by Mourant, Kopec, and Domaniewska-Sobczak (1958) .
All the series assembled by Mourant (1954) , with the exception of one Ghanaian and one American negro series which differed from the remainder and would have affected the pooled figures so markedly that it seemed better to omit them: these two series included 14 5/, and 15 /.
respectively of D-negative individuals, in contrast to figures within the range 6-9 % for the five other West African series given, and 6-11 Y/.
for the other nine from the U.S.A. 'Snyder (1929) and Milner (1965) . ' Stafford, Hill, and Arneaud (1955) . O Dobson and Ikin (1946 Gibbs (1963) on the one hand and those of Snyder (1929 ( ), Milner (1965 , and Stafford, Hill and Arneaud (1955) The estimates based on ABO and Dd data were computed by the methods of Stevens (1952) and Bernstein (1931) respectively, on the assumption that there were two parent populations, with gene frequencies identical to those given in Table II 
